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17th March 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Re: Update on COVID–19  
 
Further to the letters sent out on 27th February and 12th March, I wanted to update you following the restrictions that the 
government announced last night. The government is now advising against any unnecessary travel or social contact. We 
are now also employing the following advice around pupil absence:  
 

If your child, yourself or any member of the household displays a high temperature (37.8o or above) OR has a new, 
continuous cough – i.e. started coughing repeatedly, please do not send them into school. The governmental advice is 
now that all members of the household need to self-isolate for 14 days. This includes any siblings living in the household 
who do not present with any symptoms.  

 
Following a risk assessment of all school activities, we also now feel that it is necessary to put into place the following 
sensible measures over the remaining weeks of the spring term, to be reviewed after the Easter holidays:  
 

• No whole-school assemblies will now take place (children will instead have class assemblies). 

• Extra-curricular clubs will be cancelled from today (payments for remaining weeks will be refunded). This does not 
apply to breakfast club which will continue to run. 

• Any pre-planned parent events will be cancelled (this includes any class assemblies). 

• The Year 2 trip to West Midlands Safari Park tomorrow and the Year 1 trip to the Exotic Zoo next week will be 
postponed until a later date (any payments already made by parents will be refunded). 

• If your child has an underlying health issue, we fully understand you may choose to not send them into school at 
this time given the circumstances. Absence for this reason will be recorded as Authorised. 

 
Whilst the advice from the Department for Education (DfE) and Public Health England (PHE) is that schools should remain 
open, there may come a point where we do need to close if one or more of the following conditions apply: 
 

• Confirmed case of COVID-19 involving children or staff or immediate families. 

• Government directive from the DfE or PHE. 

• Insufficient staff remain in school to safely supervise the children. 
 
If the decision is made to close school, school will communicate any key messages to parents via the school website, social 
media, text message and letter (if during the school week). Your child’s education is paramount and as a staff, we have 
already put together work/activities/weblinks ready for if this happens. Please rest assured that at present we have a full 
quota of staff and school is very much open! Staff will continue to ensure that good hygiene and handwashing happen at 
key points of the school day and our cleaners are taking extra measures by e.g. cleaning frequently touched surfaces.  
 
Please could I stress at this point that all staff are only relaying and trying to implement the governmental advice which is 
changing daily! Therefore, please be mindful of this when approaching staff with queries. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in these troubling times, 
 
 
Mr T Plim 
Headteacher 

 


