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Friday 9th October 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Please read through this letter carefully - there are several important updates! 

Drop-off/collection 

Arrangements at the beginning and end of the school day appear to have worked well; there is a 

steady flow of adults and children through the school site at the beginning and end of the school 

day, with everybody adhering to social distancing rules. We are now able to adjust the timings at 

the end of the school day for collection. Following October half term, from Monday 2nd 

November, children in red and blue teams will need to be collected between 2:55 and 3:05pm; 

children in yellow and green teams will need to be collected between 3:05 and 3:15pm.  

Autumn Term Parents’ Evening 

At this time of year, we would normally be offering face-to-face appointments for parents and 

carers. Due to the current government guidelines around Covid-19, we are unfortunately unable 

to hold meetings in school. To enable you to understand how your children have settled into 

school, and to keep lines of communication open, we will be offering the following instead: 

On Friday 16th October all pupils will be sent home with a short summary report. This will 

include a personal comment from the class teacher telling you how they have settled, and a 

target for English and Maths. If, after reading the report, you feel it would still be helpful to talk 

to the teacher, you can return the slip at the bottom of the report to arrange a short telephone 

consultation; like parents’ evening, these will remain at 10 minutes. We value the positive and 

open relationships we have with parents/carers in our school so please feel assured that we 

would contact you if we felt there were any issues. We are truly sorry not to be able to welcome 

you into school as usual but hope you find the alternative arrangements a positive experience! 

Magic Breakfast  

At Highley, we want every child to start the day with everything they need to learn effectively; a 
fundamental element of this is a healthy, filling breakfast. From Monday 2nd November all 
children will be offered a FREE bagel when they arrive at school. A great way to start the day! 
The bagels will be supplied by the charity ‘Magic Breakfast’ and will give every single child the 
opportunity to start the day with the right fuel for learning. This is part of the National School 
Breakfast Programme (NSBP) and as a response to COVID-19, so we will be able to offer this 
every morning until March 2021. The reasons we have decided to go ahead with this are:  
 

• Every child will have access to a healthy start to the day 

• It is free for every child without barrier or stigma 

• Vulnerable children are targeted to attend 

• Children will have a calm start to the day 

• Children will be keen not to miss out so lateness should reduce 

• We will not have any hungry children who cannot focus, so pupil progress should benefit 

• It should be fun for children to eat with their class and teacher 
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Maths – Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs) 

Also following October half term break, we will be introducing KIRFs (Key Instant Recall Facts) as 

a whole-school programme for raising standards in Maths by having a half-termly focus that you 

can also practise at home! KIRFs are designed to support the development of the mental skills 

that underpin much of the maths work in schools. They are particularly useful when calculating, 

be it adding, subtracting, multiplying or dividing. An important part of maths development has 

always been rote learning of certain numeracy facts. For many years, this has included practising 

times tables. However, we have decided to add more skills to practise in each year group to give 

structure throughout school. Children will practise them in fluency sessions in class e.g. during 

lesson warm-ups.  

Remote Learning 

When I wrote to you on 18th September, it was to outline how we will set learning activities in 

the event of a class group needing to self-isolate. In the event of any restrictions or positive 

cases requiring pupils to remain at home, as previously communicated, we will be offering 

remote education through Tapestry (Reception) or Seesaw (Years 1-6) that follows – as much as 

possible – our school curriculum and allows for interaction between pupils and their teachers. 

Like the ‘Zoom’ agreement you consented to during lockdown, it is really important that you 

read through the remote learning policy and also the ‘acceptable use’ agreement which will be 

emailed out to you on Monday.   There will again be a link to an online form to give consent for 

your child(ren). 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr T. Plim 

Headteacher 

 
 
 
 


